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The Editor

NT News

GPO Box 1300

Darwin NT 0801

Dear Sir

Few Darwin residents are aware of the extent that aboriginal people still use the urban area for hunting and gathering activities, pretty much as has been done since time immemorial. Amongst food stuffs collected from the mangroves and tidal flats are cockles, periwinkles, ‘long bums’ (telescopium ), oysters, mud crabs, mangrove worms, and whatever can be caught by line and cast net. Pandanus leaves and bark with various natural dyes are used for crafts, and ochres are excavated for ceremonies. Coastal hibiscus also makes a fine fish spear to stalk stingrays in the shallows.
Sadly, more and more tidal flats and creeks are being filled, excavated or degraded, affecting not only subsistence hunting and gathering, but the sustainability of the marine environment as a whole.
Evidence given by anthropologists and Larrakia people in Darwin land claims always emphasised the importance to the traditional owners of mangroves and tidal flats, and the need for tracts of urban bushland for cultural activities and to protect sites. Therefore it is astounding to read of plans for mangrove and bushland devastation with hardly a peep of opposition to be heard from traditional owners or others who might have an interest in the area. 
Even worse, the Gwalwa Daraniki Association has signed away mangrove and tidal areas in a caveat with the developers of Arafura Harbour. And in the latest kick in the guts, a deal has been made between the same association and developers to subdivide land between Bagot Rd and Dickward Drive. After years of struggle, the area, judged to be significant to Aborigines but otherwise swampy and in the airport flight path, was granted to the GDA for a peppercorn rental. I am puzzled as to how industrial estates and marinas will benefit Aboriginal people, apart from those accepting what I as a survivor fittingly describe as “blood money”.
Yours sincerely
Dr Bill Day

Consulting Anthropologist
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